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THE SQUIRREL  

I am actually doing the newsletter on a Wednesday because this 

time tomorrow we will be sat in the Mayflower theatre watching 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. I cannot believe it is two 

years since our last theatre visit and we are all very excited. It is a 

huge trip to organise but we love doing it! My thanks to the team 

who have organised, printed, collated and printed again to 

accommodate changes. It is done and we are ready for the off! I 

am sure the children will have a superb time both at the Theatre 

and in school. The buzz around school in anticipation for Mr Hall, 

our Polar Explorer to visit and work with the children is just lovely. 

I have heard lots of comments about a real-life explorer coming to 

Lanesend! Lovely!  

I have also sent out an email regarding upcoming Christmas 

events at Lanesend 2021! We hope that we have put together a 

Christmas that the children will enjoy and participate in as well as 

raising much needed funding for the school. We have missed out 

on a lot of fundraising events over the Covid pandemic. There will 

be forms and information coming out regarding the events listed. 

Do let us know if you do not receive any of the information.  

It has been ‘No Pens Day’ in school today. I always love this day 

as the team find creative ways to learn without using a pen. It is 

quite challenging and it is also a very tiring day as we use talk so 

much more when there is no pen in the hand! 

Next week in school is our Cardboard Challenge Week. The 

children have put forward their ideas and the designs are ready to 

create. It is always such a fabulous week in school and the end 

result each year has got better and better and I am sure this year 

will be no different. I will look forward to the unveiling next Friday 

morning and we will share videos and pictures throughout the 

week. Next week in school we also have our Spelling Bee 

competition, we are practising our winter songs and coming to 

the end of our whole school focus, Pole to Pole. We look forward 

to our ‘Sing Up’ assemblies where we perform the songs we have 

been practising to another year group and then Christmas begins 

(31 sleeps!) 

I have been showing lots of new children around the school 

ready for our new Reception class 2022. We have also added 

some science workshops on Wednesday 1st December and 

Wednesday 8th December for our new Reception intake. After 

Christmas we will look at some more subject focus workshops to 

experience at our school. Do not forget the Christmas Crafternoon 

is Thursday 15th December, 3pm-5pm here at Lanesend. 

 

I was really pleased with our entries to the Caring Christmas 

competition where presence is the present of Christmas. We are 

attending the Riverside Centre Monday afternoon and we will 

take a few of our children with us to represent our school. Maybe 

this is something we can all take on and plan for those precious 

moments we are with our friends and family as the ultimate gift 

of Christmas.  

Just a couple of reminders that lunches need to be paid for on 

the day and any outstanding monies need to be cleared as soon 

as possible. I have said previously that we are not allowed to 

carry a debt and it would be irresponsible of us as a school to 

allow that to happen and cause extra worry and concern for our 

families. We are very aware that there are families who may be 

really struggling and not feel able to approach the school for 

support. Please do; we can help and we can set up a plan that is 

doable for all. I do not want to add additional stress for anyone.  

Our Children In Need ‘Sparkle and Dance’ day was just lovely 

and if you have not watched our Children In Need video please 

do. It was good fun and the children enjoyed doing it. We raised 

£388 for this wonderful charity. Thank you all for your kind 

donations and for supporting the event in school. I did watch the 

evening and cried my way through it! 

At present our confirmed cases of Covid in school is 3, with 2 

pending. I know that in the community there has been a rise and I 

am monitoring ours daily. Please remember if you can wear 

masks on drop off and pick up that would be appreciated; 

remember to keep a distance between each other and wash or 

alcohol gel our hands. We are ventilating in school and keeping an 

airflow alongside the heating!  

Finally, may I just also remind everyone that our school uniform 

is important to our identity as a school. Black shoes, trainers or 

boots are required, black trousers or skirt, white polo and a blue 

logo slip. Since Covid we have agreed for hoodies and zoodies to 

be worn in the classroom but please can these also be Lanesend 

ones. Thank you. I love seeing the children looking their best and 

wearing their uniform with pride!  

It is meant to be a wild weekend of weather but no snow! I am 

still hoping for a ‘White Christmas’! 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  

 

31 Sleeps Until 

Christmas... 
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This Week’s Debate... 

What’s going on this week?  

Travel company, Expedia, has banned the sale of holidays involving dolphins and 
whales. Expedia’s recent Twitter statement read, "We recently 

adjusted our animal welfare policy. As a result, attractions and 
activities that involve performances by or interactions with dolphins 

and other cetaceans will no longer be available on our sites." 

The last captive dolphin attraction in the UK closed in 1993 but 
people can still travel abroad for the activities, including to the USA 
and Portugal. There are more than 3,000 dolphins held in captive 

conditions at tourist entertainment venues around the world. 

Main question: 

Should we be allowed to swim with dolphins? 

 

Winter Solstice Performance Times: Friday 17th December 2021 

9.45am— Orca Class 

10.15am— Arctic Hare Class 

10.45am— Narwhal Class 

1.15pm— Polar Bear Class 

1.45pm— Puffin Class 

We are looking for 

donations of any 

unwanted good 

condition children’s 

games, board games, 

books or toys for The 

Den. Thank you.  
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A huge well done to Henry Dixon and Joe Anderson for 

completing their first ever Rugby Tournament at the 

weekend. We are so proud of you both.  

GENTLE REMINDER: 

All school lunches 

need to be booked 

and paid for in 

advance of the day. 

These can be 

booked and paid for 

online via your 

child’s School 

Money.  
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Reception— Talk to me about... Our learning of 2D shapes and our Makaton song 'Snowflakes'.  

Words to use... Triangle, circle, square, rectangle, corners, vertices, sides.  

Tips for the week... Check Reading Eggs every Monday- a new book will appear.  

We have been reading...  'The Three Little Pigs' and 'Lost and Found'.  

 
Year 1— Talk to me about....Explorers and locating places on a map using google maps and the 

globe. Identifying human and physical features.  

Words to use...North Pole, South Pole, locate, explore, satellite.  

Tips for the week...ask me about the mystery that appeared in the Year 1 area on Thursday!  

 We have been reading...The Way Back Home, The Heart and the Bottle.  

 
Year 3– TALK TO ME ABOUT our Sight for Wight visitors 

WORDS TO USE visually impaired, senses, Braille 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK Remember to exchange your hundreds if you don't have enough tens when 
subtracting. 

WE ARE READING The Ickabog and The Christmas Pig, by JK Rowling and The Christmasaurus and 
the Winter Witch, by Tom Fletcher. 

 

Year 5— Talk to me about... 

Porthole stories. If you could travel through a porthole to another world, where would you go?  

Statistics - look at some timetables and graphs together.  

Words to use... 

X Axis, Y axis. Difference. Sum. Compare. 

Conjunction. Subordinate clause. Main clause. 

Tips for the week... 

Turn off any switches that aren't in use. Recycle. Don't waste water. Recycle. Care for the planet. 
Recycle. Walk/ cycle/ bus if you can. Recycle!  

We have been reading... 

A Pie Corbett text (The Teacher Pleaser), The Polar Bear Explorers Club.  

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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NEW! 

Fun Spanish Club 
starting in November! 

Contact Ekine Fernandez Coster  

M: 07883097896 

Lcfclubs.iow@gmail.com 

 

Www.facebook.com/LanguageClubsIow 

After school care 
which is fun and 

educational! 

Fun activities 
For children from 

reception to year                 

6 

Games, 
storytelling, 

songs, 
crafts.... 


